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         At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors, Alleghany County, Virginia held on Wednesday, July 5, 2017 at 7:00

p.m. in the Alleghany County Governmental Complex, Covington, Virginia, thereof:

PRESENT: Stephen A. Bennett, Chairman
Suzanne T. Adcock
James M. Griffith
Cletus W. Nicely
Richard Lee Shull

and Jonathan A. Lanford, County Administrator
Jim Guynn, County Attorney 
Melissa A. Munsey, Deputy Clerk to the Board

ABSENT: G. Matt Garten, Vice-Chairman
Shannon P. Cox

CALL TO ORDER:

The Chairman called the regular meeting to order.   Rev. Edith Snedegar gave the invocation and the audience

remained standing for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MINUTES:

Hearing no corrections or deletions, the Chairman declared the following minutes approved as submitted: (1) a regular

meeting held on June 6, 2017; and (2) an adjourned meeting held on June 13, 2017.

PUBLIC HEARING - APPOINTMENT TO THE ALLEGHANY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD (CLIFTON FORGE
EAST DISTRICT):

Public Hearing was held to consider an appointment to the Alleghany County School Board from the Clifton Forge East

District to complete the term of Mr. Benjamin Truett beginning immediately and ending June 30, 2020.

The Chairman announced that this public hearing was advertised in the Virginian Review on Tuesday, June 13, 2017

and Tuesday, June 20, 2017 in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  He then called the public hearing to order.

Mr. Bennett stated that one resume was received from Mrs. Danielle Morgan.  He asked Ms. Morgan to give a brief

presentation and answer any questions the Board may have. 

Presentation by candidate:

Mrs. Danielle Morgan, 1314 Forester Avenue, read the following prepared statement:

My name is Danielle Morgan and I am here tonight seeking your support as a candidate to fill the current
vacancy on the Alleghany County School Board for the Clifton Forge East District.

I am a lifelong resident of our area and am a graduate of our local schools.  I currently reside in Clifton Forge
and am the proud mother of two daughters currently enrolled in Alleghany High School.  My husband Robbie is also
a graduate of our school system and is employed by Gala Industries.

As for my qualifications, I attended the DSLCC School of Nursing and graduated as a LPN in 1999 and a RN
in 2004.  After a few years of experience, I decided to further my education and career by obtaining my BSN and later
a Master’s in Executive Leadership from Liberty University.  My most recent professional experience was a Quality
Director at LewisGale Hospital Alleghany and am now employed by Commonwealth Care of Roanoke as a Regional
Clinical Services Specialist.

I strongly feel my work ethic, interpersonal skills, and problem solving experience would be of benefit to our
local school board.  Of course, these attributes would be of little value if not for my realization that our children are our
greatest natural resource and that ultimately our efforts individually and collectively should be for their benefit.

If you should see fit to honor me with this appointment, I will do my best to validate your trust.  Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Questions by Board members and answers from the candidate:

1. What is your motivation for seeking the School Board appointment?

- Mrs. Morgan state that she is at the point in her personal and professional life where she wants to
give back to the community and has the time to do so.

2. What are your thoughts on project based learning?
- Mrs. Morgan commented that she does not have an opinion at this time.
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Mr. Nicely thanked Mrs. Morgan for seeking the appointment and commented that he is sure she is qualified.

There being no one else who wished to speak, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.  He stated that action

will be taken at the August 1st regular meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING - AMENDMENTS TO CH. 42 “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” AND CH. 46
“OFFENSES-MISCELLANEOUS” OF THE COUNTY CODE:

Public Hearing was held to consider amendments to Chapter 42 - Motor Vehicles and Traffic of “The Code of the

County of Alleghany, Virginia” regarding parking of uninspected and unlicensed vehicles prohibited on public highways and

Chapter 46 - Offenses-Miscellaneous of “The Code of the County of Alleghany, Virginia” regarding civil penalties for violations

and subsequent violations of Sec. 46-3 which provides for the removal of trash, garbage, etc., weeds and other foreign growth

and the disposal of trash and garbage.

The Chairman announced that this public hearing was advertised in the Virginian Review on Tuesday, June 20, 2017

and Tuesday, June 27, 2017 in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  He then called the public hearing to order.

Mr. Lanford stated that there is a memo in the agenda packet that was previously discussed at the May meeting as

well as draft ordinances showing the proposed changes.  He reviewed the memo which is as follows:

Staff recommends the proposed changes to both Chapter 42 and Chapter 46 as presented in the attached
drafts.

The proposed addition to Chapter 42 compliments an issue County staff faces when attempting to address
non-compliance under Chapter 60 of the County Code dealing with inoperable vehicles.  Property owners found in
violation of the Inoperable Motor Vehicle Code have discovered they can simply move the vehicle from their property
to the VDOT right-of-way leaving the County with no enforcement mechanism. Section 42-73 will close the loophole
and allow the County to address non-compliance much more efficiently and effectively.  The proposed change has
been discussed with VDOT and they take no issue.

The changes to Chapter 46 are proposed for two reasons.  Currently, County staff spends quite a bit of its
time constantly dealing with the same violators as there is no additional penalty for second violations.  A number of
property owners immediately revert back to non-compliant status following remedy of the initial violation.  This is a
terrible waste of County resources and staff time involved in constantly addressing the same violations.  The second
reason, is the extreme level of frustration experienced by neighboring property owners when the same properties
constantly fluctuate between varying levels of compliance.  We believe introducing civil penalties will incentivize those
to bring their property into compliance and maintain the properties condition in a compliant status.

Mr. Nicely asked why the County would impose fines and enforcement of vehicles on a State right-of-way.  Mr. Lanford

replied that it is not an utmost concern to the State if the vehicles are located in their right-of-way unless they are a traffic

hazard, but it creates an issue for the County.

Mr. Shull commented that he is not sure the Sheriff’s Office or State Police could ticket those vehicles.

There being no one else who wished to speak, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.  He stated that action

will be taken at the Board’s August 1st meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT (5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT):

No one spoke at this time.

MS. SUSAN HAMMOND, VDOT RESIDENT ENGINEER - VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UPDATE:

Ms. Susan Hammond, VDOT Resident Engineer, gave a report on the following VDOT activities:

Maintenance
- Continuing to patch with plant mix County-wide.
- Completed mowing on interstate, primary, and secondary routes.
- Replaced three large pipes on Rts. 717, 1302, and 684.
- Cleaned ditch on Rt. 311.
- Replaced bridge on Rt. 616 near Rt. 621.
- Made drainage repairs and cleared trees from thunderstorms.
- Starting week of July 10th, slurry contractors will be resurfacing Selma, Iron Gate, and several other
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secondary roads.
- Work is beginning on Rt. 781 Rural Rustic Project.  Traffic can expect lengthy delays due to pipe

installations from July 5th - August 4th.
- I-64 high friction surface should be completed in the next two weeks.
- I-64 glare material for area between westbound lane and Valley Ridge Road has been received and

should be installed in the next couple weeks.

Construction
- Exit 21 project is on schedule and a coordination meeting between all parties is scheduled for next

week. 

Mr. Shull mentioned Mr. Garten’s concern regarding rocks and hanging trees on Rt. 220 near Honda Nissan potentially

falling due to the weather since he is not able to be present tonight.

Mr. Bennett thanked Ms. Hammond regarding work done on Rt. 616 and that they got the job done in less than a week.

MS. TERESA HAMMOND, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE ALLEGHANY HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & TOURISM - TOURISM UPDATE:

Ms. Teresa Hammond, Executive Director of the Alleghany Highlands Chamber of Commerce & Tourism, gave a

PowerPoint presentation which is a part of the records of this meeting.  The presentation included information regarding

progress and services of the Chamber, brochures available and distributed, total visitor spending information, area jobs by

industry segment, website information, Virginia Tourism and Alleghany Foundation grants received, Chamber events,

advertising locations, special projects, videos and commercials, future opportunities, etc.

Mr. Nicely asked what future opportunities the Chamber has with the Forest Service.  Ms. Hammond replied  that they

are looking for opportunities to partner with the Forest Service as their current lease is expiring by helping with some of their

services (share space, permitting, etc.).  Also, obtained Secure Rural funding for the Children’s Forest.

Mr. Nicely commented that the Longdale Recreation site is closing and asked if there is any way to help keep it open.

Ms. Hammond replied that there is a meeting tomorrow at the Forest Service office at 1:00 p.m. if Mr. Nicely would like to attend.

Ms. Adcock mentioned that Ms. Hammond received a big honor a couple weeks ago by being named Chamber

Executive of the Year.

Mr. Bennett congratulated Ms. Hammond and commented that the honor is quite deserved.  He asked when the

Hampton Inn will be opening.  Ms. Hammond replied that it is supposed to open this Friday.

APPROVE ANNUAL OUTDOOR MUSIC FESTIVAL PERMIT FOR GREEN HOPS PRODUCTIONS (JULY 15,
SEPTEMBER 8, AND OCTOBER 7):

Ms. Michelle Rucker, representative of Green Hops Productions, stated that they had a successful Homecoming event

with individuals attending from many areas (i.e., Charlotte, Atlanta, etc.).  She commented that there are three more events they

would like to do and she is requesting an annual permit for the events to be held on July 15th, September 8th, and October 7th.

On motion of Ms. Adcock, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, a request has been received, pursuant to Secs. 6-26 to 6-38 of the County Code, from Green Hops

Production, LLC for an outdoor music festival permit for their 2017 Annual Outdoor Concert Series which are to be held on July

15, 2017, September 8, 2017, and October 7, 2017 at The Farm at Glen Haven located at 4301 Longdale Furnace Road, Clifton

Forge, VA; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors grant approval for the

abovementioned outdoor music festivals with the following conditions:

• Authorize a decibel level up to 80 decibels along a section of boundary line immediately behind the stage
near the Cowpasture River and a decibel level of 70-80 along the remainder of same boundary.
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• Require mast tower lighting be tilted as necessary to minimize off-site light pollution to the maximum extent
possible by technology available. 

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE PROFESSIONAL ASSESSOR FOR THE COUNTY’S 2019
GENERAL REASSESSMENT:

On motion of Mr. Shull, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED by  the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors that in accordance with Section 58.1-3275 of the

Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the Board hereby appoints Mr. Steven I. Wampler as the County’s Professional Assessor

for the purposes of the County’s 2019 General Reassessment, effective for the 2019 tax year.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE NEW TECH NETWORK PROGRAM:

Mr. Bennett stated that he asked for a resolution of support for the New Tech Network Program to be on the agenda.

On motion of Ms. Adcock, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors commends the Alleghany County School Board

for its vision and leadership with its decision to adopt the New Tech Network program as part of its Vision 2020 program;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board supports the decision and directs the Alleghany County School Board

to begin implementation of the New Tech Network program beginning with the 2018-19 school year.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF A FUNDING APPLICATION TO THE
VIRGINIA CLEAN WATER REVOLVING LOAN FUND FOR ROSEDALE SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS:

Mr. Lanford reviewed a memo from Mr. Mike Hendrickson, Public Works Superintendent, to the Board which is included

in the agenda packet.  The memo is as follows:

The Department of Public Works is seeking financial assistance from the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan
Fund in the amount of $1,092,854.00 to proceed with the Rosedale Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project.  Our
application must be submitted by July 14, 2017.  As an attachment to the application, the Department must include
a resolution from the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors authorizing the submission of the application to the
VCWRLF.
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The Department hereby respectfully requests that the Board adopt a resolution of support authorizing the
submission of our application to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) so we can move this important project
forward.

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to call.

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors authorize staff to submit an application to the

Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund in the amount of $1,092,854 in order to proceed with the Rosedale Sanitary Sewer

Replacement Project.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent 
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

CONSENSUS TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE JOINT REVENUE SHARING AGREEMENT WITH
COVINGTON:

Mr. Lanford stated that the Commission on Local Government (COLG) has completed its review of the Joint Revenue

Sharing Agreement with Covington.  He commented that they made two revisions.  One change was pertaining to conflict

resolution and non-binding arbitration and the other was to remove the section pertaining to the Towns of Clifton Forge and Iron

Gate.  He mentioned that the next step is to hold a public hearing for adoption and asked if the Board would like to hold the

public hearing at the August 1st regular meeting.  He stated that a grant has been submitted to the Department of Housing and

Community Development (DHCD) to identify sites with a third party independent analysis.

The Board agreed by consensus to proceed with holding a public hearing at its August 1st meeting.

APPROVE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS DUE TO THE RECEIPT OF FUNDS FROM VDEM’S PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE GRANT FOR THE JUNE 2016 FLOODING:

Mr. Lanford stated that the County has received funds from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management

(VDEM) Public Assistance Grant for reimbursement of public funds expended due to the flood in June of 2016 and these funds

now need to be appropriated.  He mentioned that the County received $100,631.64.

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors budget and approve the following supplemental

appropriation in FY16-17 due to the receipt of funds from VDEM’s Public Assistance Grant for the June 2016 flooding:

Revenue Accounts
FEMA Money (110-4320403) $ 41,328.98
FEMA State (1100-4240431) $   7,316.90
FEMA State (530-4240431) $ 51,985.76

$100,631.64
Expenditure Accounts

3511-51002 (Salaries/Wages OT) $       135.00
3511-52001 (FICA) $         10.33
3511-52002 (Retirement VSRS) $         14.13
3511-52006 (Group Insurance VRS) $           1.64
3511-55407 (Repair & Maint. Supplies) $    9,673.64
351311-55407 (Repair & Maint. Supplies) $    7,316.90
3512-51001 (Salaries/Wages Reg.) $       293.08
3512-51002 (Salaries/Wages OT) $       924.11
3512-52001 (FICA) $         93.13
3512-52002 (Retirement VSRS) $       117.90
3512-52006 (Group Insurance VRS) $         15.14
3512-52008 (Disability Insurance VACORP) $             .73
3512-52015 (Employee 125 Plan) $             .67
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3512-55407 (Repair & Maint. Supplies) $ 50,541.00
9100-54001 (Operating Contingency) $ 31,494.24

$100,631.64

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE LAW LIBRARY FUND:

Mr. Lanford stated that the supplemental appropriation is an accounting cleanup to cover expenditures in the Law

Library fund from monies received for that purpose.

On motion of Mr. Griffith, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors budget and approve the following supplemental

appropriation for the Law Library Fund for FY16-17:

Fund Balance
Fund 243 - Fund Equity (243-33001) $500.00

Expenditure Account
Fund 243 - Books & Subscriptions (2108-55411) $500.00

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Absent
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

DISCUSS APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION (CLIFTON FORGE EAST DISTRICT):

Mr. Bennett stated that an appointment needs to be made from the Clifton Forge East District to the Planning

Commission to complete the term of Mr. John Hillert beginning immediately and ending March 1, 2018.

Ms. Adcock commented that she is working on finding a replacement.

The Chairman stated that this item will be on the next regular meeting agenda.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Lanford reviewed a handout placed at each seat which is a part of the records of this meeting.  The report is as

follows:

Public Safety Radio System Improvement Project

Staff has been working closely with our Financial Advisor, PFM, Inc., to develop project financing scenarios. I would

like to schedule a work session for some time the week of 07 August to allow staff and PFM to present the financing alternatives

to the Board for consideration.  Following the work session, please anticipate holding a Public Hearing at your September

regular meeting for the purpose of selecting the top-ranked vendor.  The Public Hearing is a requirement of PPEA.

Presentation by Valerie Bruffey

Ms. Bruffey is planning to attend your August regular meeting to present proposed changes to Machinery and Tools

Tax, as discussed with the Board during Budget Work Sessions earlier this year.
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Facility Development by Parks and Recreation Department

With a very lean budget, depending on grants and force account labor from Parks and Recreation along with Public

Works, your Parks and Recreation Department has created beautiful and functional recreational facilities which stretch from

one end of the County to the other.  I’d encourage you each to visit Sharon River Access and Park, the Winterberry River

Access and Park, the Jackson River Scenic Trail, and the currently under development Rose Dale Park.

Supplemental Appropriation

Staff is working closely with staff from the Sheriff’s Department on a supplemental appropriation for fiscal 17 budget.

In early fall of 2016, the Compensation Board approved 3 new positions for the Sheriff’s Office (2 in the Regional Jail and 1 for

Law Enforcement).  A supplemental appropriation on both the revenue and expenditure side of the budget is necessary.

Typically this is handled when the additional funding is received.  This is simply another example of the County still experiencing

growing pains from the loss of our longtime Finance Director, Susan Myers.  Staff will bring this supplemental appropriation to

the Board at your August meeting.

Department of Social Services

Ms. Dawn Riddle, DSS Director, has extended an invitation to the Board of Supervisors to attend a regional DSS Board

Training on July 12th from 9-12 at the General District Court Building in Fincastle.  If anyone is interested in attending, please

contact either Dawn Riddle or myself.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS (INQUIRIES/REPORTS):

Miscellaneous

Mr. Bennett asked where we are with a potential outfitter for the Intervale property.  Mr. Lanford replied that the County

is working with USDA for grant funding to develop the property and an application has been submitted.

Mr. Griffith asked if the Alleghany Foundation has offered any grant opportunity for outfitters.  Mr. Lanford replied that

the County has not made a specific request to the Alleghany Foundation.  He mentioned that there is a letter in the mail at each

Board member’s seat regarding this being the last year of funding from the Alleghany Foundation for the Virginia Preschool

Initiative program and this will need to be discussed for the FY19 budget year.

Mr. Griffith commented that Mr. Williams and his staff in Parks and Recreation have done an excellent job at Rosedale.

Mr. Shull stated that Ms. Teresa Hammond’s recognition is very deserved and thanked her for doing a great job.  He

commented regarding attending the Masonic Theatre auditorium dedication celebration for Mr. John Hillert and mentioned how

much his brother who spoke looked like him.  He stated that he is glad that Mr. Hillert was honored for the contribution he made

to the community and he will be greatly missed.  He commented that he attended the Clifton Forge July 4th celebration and they

had a wonderful fireworks display.

Ms. Adcock stated that if everyone was a quarter of the cheerleader for the community as Mr. Hillert then there would

be no stopping us.  She commented that he was a great advocate and found ways to get things done.  She mentioned that there

were a lot of terrific activities in our community over the holiday weekend.

Mr. Bennett stated that if someone had been hired to do what Mr. Hillert has done they would have been paid

$100,000/year.  

ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried. 

                                                                                     
Stephen A. Bennett

Chairman


