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         At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors, Alleghany County, Virginia held on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 7:00

p.m. in the Alleghany County Governmental Complex, Covington, Virginia, thereof:

PRESENT: Stephen A. Bennett, Chairman
G. Matt Garten, Vice-Chairman
Suzanne T. Adcock
James M. Griffith
Cletus W. Nicely
Richard Lee Shull

and Jonathan A. Lanford, County Administrator
Ryan Muterspaugh, Director of Public Safety
Jim Guynn, County Attorney 
Melissa A. Munsey, Deputy Clerk to the Board

ABSENT: Shannon P. Cox

CALL TO ORDER:

The Chairman called the regular meeting to order.   Mr. Nicely gave the invocation and the audience remained standing

for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Bennett commented that there are three changes to be made to the agenda as follows:

- Delete Item 9A under New Business (Crisis Intervention Team Committee Representative) as this item has
been moved to the August 2nd meeting at their request.

- Add a Closed Meeting to tonight’s agenda for:
Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, to discuss consultation with legal counsel
on possible appeal of a decision made by the Board of Zoning Appeals.

- Delete the following Closed Meeting item:
Section 2.2-3711(A)(1) regarding personnel related matters involving salary and status of current and potential
employees.

MINUTES:

Hearing no corrections or deletions, the Chairman declared the following minutes approved as submitted: (1) a regular

meeting held on June 7, 2016; and (2) an adjourned meeting held on June 14, 2016.

PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVAL - SEWER RATES FOR THE TOWN OF CLIFTON FORGE AND TOWN
OF IRON GATE FOR FY 2017:

Public Hearing was held to consider, pursuant to Sections 15.2-107 and 15.2-2122 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as

amended, and agreements between the parties, the possible adoption of sewer rates for the Town of Clifton Forge and the

Town of Iron Gate as follows:

FY 2017 Rate
Clifton Forge $4.26 / 1,000 gals.
Iron Gate $12,652.42 per month

The Chairman announced that this public hearing was advertised in the Virginian Review on Tuesday, June 21, 2016

and Tuesday, June 28, 2016 in accordance with the Code of Virginia.  He then called the public hearing to order.

Mr. Lanford stated that the rates for Clifton Forge and Iron Gate are in accordance with the recently adopted

agreements and the settlement terms.

There being no one else who wished to speak, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed. 

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the Board waive its policy of not acting on a public hearing on

the same night.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes
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On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following ordinance proposed at the Public Hearing held

on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 be adopted as follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT SEWER RATES FOR THE
TOWN OF CLIFTON FORGE AND TOWN OF IRON GATE 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

WHEREAS, pursuant to Va. Code § 15.2-2122, the Board of Supervisors is required to adopt rates for users of its

wastewater system that are fair and reasonable, and reasonably reflect the costs of operating the system; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Iron Gate, the Town of Clifton Forge, and Alleghany County have agreed on a method of

calculating sewer rates for the Towns, which is reflected by the rate adopted herein;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors that the following sewer rates

be adopted for the Town of Clifton Forge and the Town of Iron Gate for fiscal year 2017:

Fiscal Year 2017 Sewer Rate

Town of Clifton Forge $4.26 / 1,000 gals.
Town of Iron Gate $12,652.42 per month

Adopted: July 5, 2016
Effective Date: July 1, 2016
Adopted by the following roll call vote:

Ms. Adcock Yes
Mr. Bennett Yes
Mrs. Cox Absent
Mr. Garten Yes
Mr. Griffith Yes
Mr. Nicely Yes
Mr. Shull Yes

ALLEGHANY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
                                                                                     

Deputy Clerk to the Board

PUBLIC COMMENT (5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT):

No one spoke at this time.

MS. SUSAN HAMMOND, VDOT RESIDENT ENGINEER - VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UPDATE:

Ms. Susan Hammond, VDOT Resident Engineer, gave a report on the following VDOT activities:

Maintenance
- Crews performing patching County-wide.
- Mowing and weedeating at intersections for sight distance.
- Major storm damage from June 23rd, 24th, and 28th.  Damage included road washouts, pipe blockages,

severe shoulder/ditch/stream bank erosion and bridge scour.
- Most severe damage along Interstate 64 (west of Exit 14), Routes 311, 159, 18, 60, 600, Johnson’s

Creek, Ogle Creek, and Boys Home.
- Significant slides on Carlton Drive and Route 60 east of Clifton Forge.
- Bridge damage:

- I-64 Exit 7 slope protection in median, undetermined.
- Bridge on Route 159 - one lane closed to traffic.  Work underway now to repair.
- Bridge on Route 311 - undermined with scour.  Work underway now to repair.
- Humpback Bridge damaged due to high water.  Large tree down across opposing end and

erosion of approach stone and walkway.  Bridge is currently closed to pedestrian traffic until
full analysis can be completed.  VDOT will be working with Department of Historic Resources
due to the historic nature of the bridge.  Anticipate having a more complete schedule in the
next couple weeks.

Construction
- High water may have small impact on schedule for bridge replacement project.
- Revenue Sharing application for Exit 21 interchange (Route 696) approved by Commonwealth

Transportation Board.  Not quite the full amount, but previous funds on the project should address the
funding difference.

Mr. Garten commented regarding rocks and hanging trees on Rt. 220 near Honda Nissan potentially falling due to the

weather.  Ms. Hammond stated that the geologist looked at this when he was here and is being watched.
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Mr. Bennett thanked VDOT for its help with the situation in Botetourt County with the bridge and directing traffic with

the message board in Alleghany County.

UPDATE ON THE RADAR BUS SERVICE AND APPOINTMENT OF MR. JAMES GRIFFITH TO SERVE ON
A COMMITTEE:

Mr. Lanford stated that on June 13th he met with representatives from Covington (Mr. B. B. Bryant and Mr. Richard

Douglas) and representatives from RADAR (Mr. Curtis Andrews and Nathan Sanford).  He commented that it was agreed to

form a committee to include a Board member and City Council member, among others, on funding and service options.  He

mentioned that the County level funded RADAR at $15,204 which leaves RADAR with a budget shortfall of $35,423 which they

want the City and County to split the difference in order to maintain the current level of service.  He stated that if the amount

is left at level funding then there would be service level reductions.  He mentioned that RADAR was not interested in the

proposed dollar for dollar match by raising funds from private beneficiaries.  He asked that a Board member be appointed to

the committee.

Mr. Griffith commented that he would like to serve on the committee.

On motion of Mr. Shull, seconded by Mr. Garten, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors that Mr. James Griffith, Board Member, be appointed

to a committee to evaluate RADAR funding and service options.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

MR. RYAN MUTERSPAUGH, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY - UPDATE ON RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
PROJECT:

Mr. Muterspaugh stated that work is continuing on the radio communications project and Mr. Lanford mentioned at the

last Board meeting that work has begun on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Covington prior to an RFP going out.

He commented that a meeting was supposed to be held last week with Covington representatives, but it was postponed due

to the flooding.  He mentioned that the meeting will be rescheduled soon and the MOU will be brought to the Board at its August

meeting.

There was some discussion on cost of the project (approximately $6 to $8 million for tower sites, hardware, radios,

software, etc.); annual debt service approximately $600,000 to $900,000/yr., but will ask responders to the RFP to suggest

financing options; if new radios would need to be bought with the system (if go with P-25 technology then new radios would

be needed and this cost is included in the figures, but if go with a conventional system then can reuse current radios); etc.

APPROVE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE CHILDREN’S SERVICES ACT (CSA) PROGRAM:

Mr. Lanford stated that there is an information sheet in the agenda packet which he reviewed.  The information is as

follows:

During Fall 2014, Suzanne Adcock was contacted by Charles Savage, Fiscal Director for the Office of
Children’s Services (CSA office).  He explained when Clifton Forge reverted to a town, Alleghany County should have
continued receiving the Administrative Allocation from CSA.  These dollars were received from 2001 through 2006.
Sometime before the 2007 allocation would have been distributed, the Attorney General’s Office concluded this
allocation should end, and it did.

During 2014, the Attorney General’s Office determined Alleghany County should have received this allocation,
it was withheld in error.  The total amount accrued during that time period was $100,000, with $74,920 as the state
share and $25,080 as the local share.  Typically, the locality must certify their ability and intention to “pay” the local
share.  Suzanne presented the case that this situation was not the fault of the locality, and requested the payback not
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be in a lump sum, but carried out over time, so the local share was not a burden.  OCS decided they preferred to pay
this in a lump sum, and agreed to make the payment, without the local share.  Therefore, last month a payment of
$74,920.00 was distributed to the County.

As a side note, the Clifton Forge allocation began again in Fiscal Year 2015 and will continue through Fiscal
Year 2022.

Proposal for funds received for Fiscal Year 2016:

Make a payment to Covington, in the amount of $37,460, as they share the administrative portion of the CSA
program at 50%.  Had the funds been received as originally intended, their share would have been reduced by the
administrative allocation.

Allocate $74,920 to the CSA program (department #5405, account #55763), to finish Fiscal Year 2016
expenses and make payment to Covington.

Both of these actions are budget neutral, as we have already received the funds, and 100% of the funds will
be distributed.

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors budget and approve the following supplemental

appropriation for Children’s Services Act (CSA) in FY 15-16 due to the receipt of Administrative Allocation funding from the

Office of Children’s Services (CSA office).  50% of the funds ($37,460) will be reimbursed to Covington and the remaining funds

will cover FY 2016 expenses:

Revenue Account
State - Human Services Council (110-4240108)             $74,920.00

Expenditure Account
CSA - Non-Facility - Public Mandated (5405-55763)       $74,920.00

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock *Abstain
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

* Ms. Adcock (prior to voting) read the following statement which is a part of the records of this meeting:

In accordance with the letter I have previously placed on file with the Board, in order to avoid any appearance
of impropriety and to further the purposes of the State and Local Government Conflict of Interests Act, I am disqualifying
myself and will abstain from taking any part in this matter.

UPDATE ON AHEDC BOARD MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND APPOINT MS. SUZANNE ADCOCK:

Mr. Lanford stated that Mr. Nicely has participated on a  committee to restructure the AHEDC Board.  He commented

that the AHEDC wanted to streamline to a smaller and more manageable Board to include one less voting member from each

locality, more businesses, and a student representative that would rotate year to year between Covington and the County.  He

mentioned that currently Mr. Nicely and Ms. Adcock are the two members from the governing body on the AHEDC as voting

members and this needs to decrease to one voting member.  He commented that he as County Administrator is an ex-officio

non-voting member.

Mr. Nicely stated that there can only be one Board member from the County to represent the County and Clifton Forge.

He commented that he has been on the AHEDC Board since it was organized and recommended that Ms. Adcock be the

County’s representative.

Ms. Adcock agreed to serve on the AHEDC Board.  She commented that she appreciates the opportunity and what

Mr. Nicely has done as a member.

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Nicely, that the following resolution be adopted:
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors that Ms. Suzanne T. Adcock (Board Member) be

reappointed to the Alleghany Highlands Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors beginning immediately and

ending December 31, 2017.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

APPROVE RESOLUTION REGARDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO THE JUNE 23, 2016 FLOODING:

Mr. Lanford stated that the Board has a resolution at its seat regarding the local emergency declared due to the

flooding.  He commented that the Chairman declared an emergency and there is a 14-day time frame for Board authorization.

He mentioned that the emergency was effective June 23, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. through June 28, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.

On motion of Mr. Shull, seconded by Mr. Griffith, that the following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services (Chairman of the Board of Supervisors), declared a local emergency

in Alleghany County from Thursday, June 23, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. until Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. due to the occurrence

of a widespread and continuous rain event that caused major flooding and the possibility of widespread power outages,

transportation problems, and temporary road closures; and

WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Emergency Operations Plan states that consent of the entire Board of a local

emergency is needed within fourteen days of the declaration; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alleghany, Virginia, does hereby find as follows:

1. That, due to the occurrence of flooding and related conditions, the County of Alleghany was facing potential problems
that could have required the request of resources from the State and/or Federal Government.

2. That, the proclamation of the existence of an emergency is necessary to permit the full powers of government to deal
effectively with the situation at hand and may allow for monetary assistance for damage sustained by the event.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAIMED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alleghany, Virginia,

that they confirm the actions taken by the Director of Emergency Services in declaring that a local emergency existed

throughout the County of Alleghany; and

BE IT FINALLY PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of this emergency the powers, functions, and

duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the Emergency Services organization and functions of the County of

Alleghany shall be those prescribed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the ordinances, resolutions, and approved

plans of the County of Alleghany in order to mitigate the effects of said emergency.

Unanimously adopted by the following roll call vote:

Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
Shannon P. Cox Absent
James M. Griffith Yes
Cletus W. Nicely Yes
Richard Lee Shull Yes
G. Matt Garten Yes
Stephen A. Bennett Yes

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Lanford gave a report on the following items:
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June 23, 2016 Flood Update

Mr. Lanford stated that there was a significant rain/flood event Thursday, June 23rd and Friday, June 24th.  He thanked

Mr. Muterspaugh for the tremendous job he did, the way the community as a whole responded (i.e., fire/rescue, law

enforcement, businesses, churches, citizens, etc.), and the assistance from Delegate Terry Austin to get resources from the

State quickly.  He commented that there were 62 residences, two agricultural operations, and two non-profit entities known to

be affected by the flooding.  He mentioned that the County had damage to wastewater treatment infrastructure in several

locations (Wesgate, Mallow, Low Moor Wastewater Treatment Plant, etc.).   He stated that representatives from the Small

Business Administration will be in the area to tour tomorrow and low interest loans may be made available.  He commented

that the County will continue to push FEMA for a declaration to provide assistance.  He mentioned that as the most flood

damaged area of the County is contiguous to Greenbrier County he would like us added to that declaration.  He stated that

assistance was also received from volunteer fire and rescue from other communities and WestRock swift water rescue.  he

mentioned that one of the rescuers from Eagle Rock is still in the hospital in stable, but critical condition.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS (INQUIRIES/REPORTS):

Miscellaneous

Mr. Griffith thanked Mr. Muterspaugh, Mr. Lanford, fire and rescue personnel here and from out of the area, swift water

rescue teams, churches, civic groups, and those from out of the community that came in to help during and after the flooding.

Mr. Shull also thanked everyone for their assistance and commented that they did an excellent job.

Mr. Nicely echoed his thanks and stated that everyone came together and did an outstanding job.  He mentioned that

there were a lot of local citizens that helped out here and in West Virginia.

Ms. Adcock commented that she is proud of the community coming together to help one another.  She stated that Mr.

Muterspaugh, Mr. Lanford, and staff did a great job and she appreciates all of their efforts.  She mentioned that the YMCA also

opened up for individuals to be able to use their facility.  She commented that she attended the Masonic Theatre grand opening

which was incredible and is beautiful.  She stated that there were a lot of people at the opening that she did not know.

Mr. Garten thanked everyone for their efforts including Mr. Lanford, Mr. Muterspaugh, fire and rescue, and citizens.  He

stated that it makes you proud to live in Alleghany County when you see the support from the community.

Mr. Bennett commented that half the people at the Masonic Theatre grand opening were not local.  He mentioned that

he ran into Delegate Terry Austin at the opening and he complimented Mr. Lanford on the way the flooding situation was

handled.  He stated that several citizens have commented on the great job that Parks and Recreation did to get the trail ready

for the marathon on Saturday.  He mentioned that he received a call from Covington Mayor Tom Sibold to encourage Mr.

Lanford and Mr. Richard Douglas, Covington City Manager, to jointly work on continuing to get as much Federal assistance

for the County as they can.  He commented that approximately 12 counties in West Virginia have received a Federal disaster

declaration and Alleghany County and Covington should be added to the federal disaster list because we were impacted by

the same storm that hit West Virginia (including neighboring Greenbrier County which was included).  He mentioned that a rain

event does not care where a State line is on a map and we should be included.  He asked Mr. Muterspaugh for an update on

the Botetourt County volunteer that was hurt during a rescue as there has not been enough coverage.

Mr. Muterspaugh stated the volunteer that got hurt (Mr. Alan Wright) was from the Eagle Rock Fire Department working

a water rescue in the Dunlap area.  He commented that he was pulled under floodwaters during the rescue and was pulled out

of the water after a few minutes by fellow fire and rescue workers.  He mentioned that he went into cardiac arrest and was taken

to Lewis Gale-Alleghany Hospital and later transported to Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital where he is currently listed in

critical but stable condition.  He stated that the Bank of Botetourt is handling collecting funds to assist the family with medical

bills.

CLOSED MEETING:

 On motion of Mr. Nicely, seconded by Mr. Garten, that the Board go into a Closed Meeting under Code of Virginia

Sections 2.2-3711(A)(7) and (29) for the purpose of: (1) consultation with legal counsel on possible appeal of a decision made
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by the Board of Zoning Appeals; and (2) discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds

and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, specifically relating to a contract for public utility services.

Unanimously adopted.

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Ms. Adcock, that the Board come out of the Closed Meeting with the following

certification:

CERTIFICATION
SECTION 2.2-3712

To the best of our knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under
this chapter, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed Meeting was
convened were heard, discussed or considered in the session.

/s/Stephen A. Bennett Yes
/s/G. Matt Garten Yes
/s/James M. Griffith Yes
/s/Richard L. Shull Yes
/s/Cletus W. Nicely Yes
/s/Suzanne T. Adcock Yes
    Shannon P. Cox Absent

ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Mr. Garten, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried. 

                                                                                     
Stephen A. Bennett

Chairman


